
  
 

 

OSCE – Objective Structured Clinical Examination 

The OSCE is designed to assess a range of knowledge and skills, drawn from the GOC’s Stage 2 
competencies. In the examination you will be tested several times on the following skills:  

  History taking, including diagnosis.  
  Communication.  
  Data interpretation.  
  Clinical examination and practical skills. 

4. Patient conditions will be drawn from the patient episodes and have been categorised by body 
system:  

  Neurological/Developmental  
  Neurological/Acquired  
  Refractive  
  Pathological Anterior Segment  
  Pathological Posterior Segment 
  Psychological  

The OSCEs administered by the College of Optometrists will consist of 16 clinical tasks known as 
‘stations’. Each task will last five minutes and you will do them one after the other. There will also be 
one rest station. You will have one minute to read the instructions setting out your task before entering 
the booth. There will be an examiner and an actor playing a patient, or an anatomical model, in each 
booth. The examiner’s role is to observe and he or she will not intervene except in very limited 
circumstances. When the five minutes are up, you will move to the next station until you have 
completed the circuit of 16 stations. The diagram below shows the layout. There will members of staff 
there to ensure you do not lose your way.  

OSCE Circuit (16 Stations and one Rest Station)  

Each station has a series of objectives, which you will not see, but which are the areas you would be 
expected to cover given the task you have been set. The examiner will give a mark for each objective. 
Each objective carries a weighting (the percentage the objective is worth), which is unknown to the 
examiner. The weightings add up to 100%. Your mark for each station and total  



 

mark for the examination would normally be calculated by adding the marks given multiplied by the 
weightings.  

The OSCEs will thus test:  

• Performance not knowledge  
• The practical application of knowledge  
• Its communication to a lay person  

Revision tutorials in preparation for these OSCEs, delivered by Professor Hirji, are designed to 
review core entry level optometric knowledge, consider the practical application of that knowledge 
and then communicating this as appropriate to lay persons. Over the three days the following 
schedule is planned:  

Day 1& 2 Revision to cover the GOC core competencies for optometrists. Subjects to include: 
Ocular Disease and Abnormalities, Contact Lenses, Routine, Vocational and Occupational 
Dispensing, Investigative Techniques, Use of Drugs, Binocular Vision, and Low Vision  

Day 3 Virtual/mock OSCEs within the group to gain experience of both marking (examiner) and 
being the candidate. This “inside track” will enable delegates to better prepare for the actual OSCEs 

These revision tutorials are scheduled in Summer, Autumn and Winter just a few weeks before the 
actual College of Optometrists OSCEs dates to enable students to better prepare. For more details, 
dates, venues, fees and application forms go to Revision Tutorials & OSCEs   


